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HOW COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD
CELEBRATE THE SPRING EQUINOX

| came from a tropical country so in my country there are only 3
seasons which are summer, rainy and winter. | found that Japan has
many traditions or festivals related to the 4 seasons, which | can’t
find in Thailand.

The spring equinox is often considered as a symbol of rebirth and
renewal, as it welcomes a season when plants begin to grow and
flowers start to once again bloom.

On the Vernal Equinox Day, there are many countries that celebrate
this day too in various forms.

In China, spring marks the start of a busy period for Chinese farmers
and at the spring equinox those working close to the Yangtze River
reward their cattle with sticky rice balls to express their thanks to
them.

In Thailand, we might have only one traditional festival, which marks
the beginning of the rice growing season. However, the beginning of
planting season in Thailand is in May. That traditional festival was
called the Royal Ploughing Ceremony. The ceremony origin is hindu
however, a Buddhist part was added later. For me, the most
interesting part of the ceremony is when the 2 oxen are offered
plates of food, including rice, corn, green beans, sesame, fresh-cut
grass, water and rice whisky. Depending on what the 2 oxen eat, it
will be predicted whether the coming growing season is going to
plentiful or not.
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