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The more you go out, the more you know where you’re from

First of all, I would like to say that I am really proud of all 20 students that went to
Thailand this year. I met some of them for the first time last year because they joined
the homestay program in September. I met them all again in May and I have spent time
with them from May until before departure.In the beginning I was very worried about
what this trip would be like. However, all of the student’s determination and willing-
ness to go to Thailand reassured me little by little.

The trip took around 7 hours from Koge to Bangkok (2 hours by car and 5 hours by
plane). I'm sure that the huge contrast between the Bangkok city view and Koge's natu-
ral scenery must have been a shock for the students. Being in Bangkok for 7 days
allowed me to reconsider how I feel towards the city where [ was born and raised.

During the trip I made a list of things about living in Bangkok that I never noticed
until I moved and lived in Koge. I feel that the neon lights in Bangkok were extremely
bright . In Bangkok, AC run all day but I feel that constantly breathing cool, filtered air
from the air conditioning was uncomfortable for me. I really like spicy food. Before if
you gave me 2 choices between Tomyumkung and Miso soup, I always went with
Tomyumkung. But now I know how to enjoy food which is not spicy too. I know that
both dishes taste good but in different way. If I never lived in Koge, I would never have
noticed these things that I wrote above because I perceived those things normally back
in my everyday life in Bangkok.

Most people say that travelling abroad is attractive because you can broaden your
viewpoint or know more about other countries. On the contrary, by going abroad
and experiencing different cultures, it can stimulate you to think differently about
where you were born and raised too and it can help you to understand your hometown
more. I'm sure that the students who went to Thailand this year not only learnt a lot
about Thailand but will also be able to understand and appreciate their hometown in
different way since they came back.
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