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Old Faces, New Places.

It's been almost 2 years since I arrived in Japan. I haven't
forgotten how I felt when I first arrived, everything was
new, fun and completely different to anywhere I had been
before, but I feel like I have settled into my life here now. It
is a good thing that I can feel this way, it shows how easy it
is to live in Koge, but it is also nice to experience that thrill
of the unknown too.

Recently, my friends visited from Scotland. I got to watch
their excitement for lots of new experiences and it
reminded me of all of the amazing differences between
Japan and Scotland. I think that some of the most
surprising things for foreigners most Japanese people will
think are normal things, so I wanted to write about some of
them.

My friends really enjoyed visiting shrines, temples and
castles in Japan. Both countries have many castles but
Scottish castles usually look very old and are brown.
Japanese castles however are often pure white, and look
almost new. In Scotland we do not have any shrines and
have very few temples, so visiting them is always
interesting. Especially since the buildings are often
beautiful and built in peaceful areas. In Scotland there are
many beautiful chuches.

They also tried sushi for the first time in Japan and
thought that it was delicious. Although, is it surprising that
we also have Sushi restaurants and many Japanese
restaurants in Scotland? In fact, most other countries have
lots of Japanese restaurants now. Since Japanese food is
delicious and healthy, it is very popular but it is also usually
expensive. 100yen sushi does not exist overseas.

Both countries also have karaoke but it too is different. In
the UK, small pubs will sometimes hold a “karaoke night”
but the people who want to sing must do so in front of all of
the other customers in the pub. Because of this, most
people do not like karaoke. Before my friends came to
Japan they felt this way too, but when they tried the
Japanese style, Karaoke Box, they really enjoyed it.

The last thing is vending machines. Of course we also
have vending machines in Scotland but only inside public
buildings such as schools, hospitals etc. Even on country
roads in Japan there are vending machines, and my friends
were very surprised.

Although these things may seem small and trivial, it is the
smallest things that are sometimes the most interesting.
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