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I arrived in Koge at the beginning of August so I have lived here for
8 months already. You might remember that I wrote in my self-
introduction article that I lived in Kyoto for 2 years and Nagoya for
4 years.

Here, I want to write about my feelings about living in these big
cities compared to a rural area of Japan

1 I love going to buy groceries at Michi no eki Shinyoshitomi and
Sawayakaichi, Taiheiraku because here I can find many

vegetables that I can’t find in the big cities. For example. I can
find morning glory, Basil leaf, Coriander, chili, Yuzu-kosho and
Kabosu here. Kabosu and chili are my most favorite items
because I usually cook Thai food and chili is necessary for most
of the dishes that I cook. Also, I use Kabosu instead of Thai
lime.? Further, I really like “Yuzu-Kosho”. I dip everything in it.
I can’t live without the joy of spicy.
*Thai lime often used for sour taste of Thai cuisine

2 I feel that the level of the food in izakaya here is way better
than izakayas in big cities, especially the taste of Karage.
Here, I found many izakayas that serve very good food and I
want to return again, not because of the drinks but because
of the food.

8 The sense of community. When I lived in the big cities. I never
experience any community events or festivals. Here, I know
what's going on in the city by reading town newsletter. When I
join the events in the town, people start recognizing me and
talking to me in a friendly way. I interact with many local
people on various occasions. This is what you can't find in big

city life.

4 When I was living in Nagoya, I always use the subway, so I
never saw the whole city of Nagoya Here I drive everywhere and
Koge is not big. These things make it possible for me to get used
to Koge very quickly. As foreigners, it’s quite difficult to feel
comfortable if you don’t know where you're living very well. I
simply love the feeling of knowing where the farmers’ market,
convenience stores or even the mayor’s house is and this makes
Koge really feel like home.

When I applied for Coordinator for International Relations (CIRs)
position and if I had been placed in urban area, I would have not
been able to broaden my experience in Japan much. I'm glad that I
was placed in Koge because I can gain many more new experiences
that can only be enjoyed in rural area. Next time, I'll write about
many of my first experiences in Koge. Please stay tuned.
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