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“I wish you a Happy New Year. I
look forward to your continued good
will in the coming year.”"How is
everyone going to celebrate for this
coming New Year 's Day?

I think most countries celebrate
R . ! New Year on January 1st, but there

§ ; are some countries in the world that

3 | also celebrate new year on days

rj/ / h other than this. For example, my

=l i{r"‘.& S country, Thailand, celebrates New

Year on April 13th. As well as Thai

New Year in April, Thai people also

get a national holiday from December 31st to January 1st and
return to work, or school, right after January 1st.

Thai New Year 's Day on April 13th has a similar atmosphere to
Japanese Golden week. Officially it is only a 3 days’ holiday from
April 13th to 15th however, if any of these days fall on a Saturday
or Sunday then the national holidays can be possibly increased up
to 5 days’ straight. This year, for example, Thai people will enjoy
Thai New Year's holidays from April 13th - 17th (4 days).

The New Year in Thailand is called "Songkran". Songkran origi-
nally comes from Sanskrit words and means “to move in or to
transfer”. Songkran is based on the zodiac calendar which begins
in April and ends in March. In March the sun moves from the final
zodiac constellation to the first zodiac constellation again, Aries,
and a new zodiac year begins. Because the zodiac system is based
on astrology, the date of the new year changes every year. How-
ever, Thai people decided to fix the date of their New Years celebra-
tion on April 13th when Thailand moved into to the modern period.

You may also have heard of the "water festival" in Thailand but,
in actual fact, the "water festival" and Thai New Years is the same
celebration. In the old days, children and young people would
gently pour water on their grandfather’s, grandmother’s and older
people's hands and shoulders as a New Year 's greeting inside their
house. Since April is the hottest month in Thailand this then
evolved in to people throwing water outside of their houses and in
the streets all over the country.

Songkran is a celebration that all Thai people, including myself,
look forward to. People enjoy Songkran because they can have fun
and keep cool all day long during this hot month by throwing water
on one another. Families also gather together during this time to
celebrate and spend time together. During Songkran, Thai people
usually only do 2 things; eat good food and throw water on each
other, over and over again. It is a great time for everyone. If you are
thinking of travelling to Thailand, please visit in April and experi-
ence Songkran.

*The zodiac is a system that the ecliptic path is divided
into twelve areas from Aries to Pisces.
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