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Goodbye, Koge!

It is with great sadness that I tell you that my time in Koge will
soon come to an end. As this will be the last article I write, I
would like to take a look back on the last two years I have spent
in this wonderful town.

Coming to live in Japan had been something I dreamt about
for a long time. It was in secondary school that I had my first
encounter with Japan, reading stories from authors such as
Akutagawa and Kawabata. [ was absolutely bewitched by a sense
of style, an aesthetic that was so different from what I was used
to. Over time I gradually learnt more and more about Japan. Yet
still, actually living in Japan was such a distant fantasy. With that
in mind, I still can’t quite believe that right now I am working in
Koge - a place I can call home.

I am so happy to have been able to experience everything I
had dreamt about for so long. For example I have tasted the real
flavour of Japanese food, learnt how to do calligraphy and seen
beautiful nature, travelling in Koge and all over Japan. There is
one thing however I didn’t imagine before I came here, and it is
the one thing I have come to appreciate the most: - the commu-
nity.

It is unbelievable how kind and considerate everyone is. I want
to say thank you to everyone for taking care of me. First, there
are my colleagues in the town hall. Whenever I don't understand,
or have a problem, they are always there to help without ques-
tion. Next there are the teachers from all of Koge’s schools. I have
really loved teaching together with them, and learnt a lot from
them at the same time. Then there are the people who have
made me food, taught me about Japanese culture, or just simple
spoken to me. I have so many great memories I am so very grate-
ful for. Last of all, there are my students. I feel so lucky to have
gotten to know Koge’s amazing children. It makes me so happy
when I walk into a classroom and everyone smiles and shouts an
energetic “Hello!”. I really wish you all the best with the rest of
your studies — never give up!

It seems to me that people in Koge share very strong bonds. I
think more than any other time in my life, in Koge I too have
made real human connections with so many people. I will miss
everyone a lot when go home, but I really do look forward to
sharing everything I've experienced in Japan with the people
back home. And who knows, maybe one day I'll be back!

Thomas
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