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Winter Holiday

While the schools were closed for winter
holiday | returned home to England. After
spending Christmas with my family | vis-
ited my girlfriend’s hometown of Hamburg
in Germany. Today I'd like to tell you about
a few interesting German New Year tradi-

tions.

First, let’s talk about food! In Germany people often eat
a meal called raclette of New Year’s Eve. It is prepared
using a special grill. Everyone melts cheese in their own
small pan and then mixes this with meat, potatoes or
other vegetables.

When the clock strikes midnight and the new year
begins, everyone goes out to the street to let off fire-
works. Surprisingly, in Germany it is perfectly legal to set
off fireworks wherever you want during New Year. This is
a bit scary but quite exciting. Because of this it is very
dangerous to drive around midnight!

Finally many people like to tell their fortune for the year
to come. One way to do this is by ‘BleigieBen’ , literally
lead pouring. First you heat a small lead trinket on a
spoon. Then once the metal has completely melted you
throw it into a bowl of water. Then you can tell your for-
tune by looking at the new shape of the metal. | got a fish,
which apparently means | will have good luck with money
this year!
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