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Do-re-mi-fa Chorus Group

During a calligraphy lesson a few months
ago, my teacher mentioned that she was
singing an English song in her chorus group.
| was astonished to hear that the group was
practicing a four hundred year old renais-
sance madrigal by John Dowland.

Excited by the idea that here in Koge people
were exploring British music | offered to help explain the
meaning of the song and the pronunciation of its lyrics.
Although | love playing music | have no confidence in my
singing ability, so when | first went to a group practice at the
Tobaru community centre, | really thought | would only be
teaching English. However when the group’s dynamic and
incredibly talented teacher, Mr Kumagae, kindly invited me
to join the group of course | accepted.

Over the next few weeks we practiced Dowland’s “Come
Again”, “Nada-Soso” and “Anpanman March”. Soon enough it
was time for the performance at Koge’s cultural festival. |
was really impressed by how quickly everyone managed to
master the English lyrics. | think everyone did a fantastic job.
Even though | was quite scared to sing to begin with, | have
to say it was a really fun experience. | really want to thank
everyone in the group for welcoming me and being so kind.
Thomas
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