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Bangkok, Wings of Friendship

In August | was very fortunate to take part in
the exchange between Koge and Chulalong-
korn University Demonstration Elementary
School. While we enjoyed trying lots of new
things, what impressed me the most was the warmth and
compassion of the Thai people we met. Mere minutes after
stepping foot off of the plane we were greeted by represen-
tatives from the Satit Chula school. Not long after, we found
that the Tourism Authority of Thailand had organised a sur-
prise welcome for us. Showered with gifts and posing for
countless photos it felt like we had become celebrities!

The next day when we arrived at Satit Chula for the first
time, we were met with an even greater welcome. The whole
school turned out to see us. Students of all ages lined up,
some playing music, others waving while giving heartfelt
greetings and smiles. With each passing day the hospitality
of the Thai people never once ceased to move me.

One moment | particularly remember was the day of our de-
parture. To our surprise, some of the Thai students and
their parents had come to the hotel to wish us farewell. |
spoke to the mother of one Thai student who said that even
though her daughter had exams the next morning she
couldn’t miss the opportunity to say goodbye to her buddy
from Japan. On top of that, she told me that since visiting
Japan last October, her daughter hadn’t stopped talking
about how lovely Fukuoka was and how she dreamed of re-
turning one day. They had even started learning Japanese
together! It was in this moment that | was truly moved, for it
was clear that with this connection between Thailand and
Japan that the exchange had succeeded.

Now, as the students from Thailand visit Japan, | hope we
too can give them a warm welcome, so they can make great
lasting memories of Japan.
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