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Opinion of homestay and how it makes us feel

We initially started to host students when we read an article in the local paper about
the homestay program and that there was a shortage of host families in Cairns. At the
time we thought that it would be a shame that students would miss an opportunity of
a lifetime (for some) and we had the time and the space in our home to participate.
We feel so happy that we made this decision as we have met and had some amazing
experiences with all our students and we have learned as much about them and their
culture as they have learned about ours. We believe that homestay is about sharing
our home, our lifestyle and ourselves with the students and to give them a safe, com-
fortable, warm, fun and loving environment where they feel comfortable in participat-
ing in our ‘home’ life.
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Our experience with Kougemachi students

I have very vivid and fond memories of Aoi, Emiri and Hina - they always had a big
smile and a hug for us and were always keen to try different things such as food;
activities and cooking. They were always laughing and wanting to help us with cook-
ing and tidying up and had a great sense of fun and adventure. They were a pleasure
to host and their parents and school should be very proud of them, especially as they
were So young.
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