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The Scottish languages

People often ask what language is spoken in Scotland.
Although English is our main language it is not the only one.
Scottish Gaelic is another language that has been spoken in
Scotland for decades, long before English began to be used.
Although it is not exactly known when its use began, it could have
been around since as long ago as the year 400. Since it has many
similarities with Irish Gaelic it is certain that it was brought to
Scotland by Irish settlers and spread until it almost became
Scotland’s principle language. Its use steadily declined however
with the rising use of English and its heavy suppression by the
English government in the 18th century along with other Scottish
cultural items like tartan.

Nowadays Gaelic is mostly spoken on the Scottish islands and in
the highland areas but it is enjoying a revival all over the country.
Despite almost 200 years of suppression Gaelic has been
preserved through songs, literature, arts and folklore. If you visit
Scotland, you will see it written alongside English on road signs
and maybe hear it spoken on special Gaelic TV channels. Actually,
you probably haven't realised but you already know a Gaelic
word. Uisge-beatha (pronounced “ishke behe”) literally means
“water of life”. In modern times it has been shortened and its
written form changed a little to become, whisky. So now you
know how whisky got its name.
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