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The Japanese Kilt Maker ALT (A8 T) I

Following on from my last article about Scottish fabrics and tartan, | recently read an interview about
a Japanese girl called Hitomi Nomura, who moved to Scotland to learn how to make kilts. Since | found
her life story to be an interesting one, | wanted to share it.

In the interview she said “| was working at an IT company in Tokyo before | came to Scotland. | was a
perfectly normal Japanese lady that you would see around Tokyo.” However, from watching foreign
films and listening to foreign music at a young age, she was greatly interested in foreign cultures.
Although being denied initially due to high demand, she was able to receive a UK visa under the Youth
Mobility Scheme at the age of 30 and moved to Scotland. Under the Youth Mobility Scheme 1000
Japanese nationals are chosen through a lottery every year to receive a UK visa which allows them to
live, work or study for up to 2 years.

It was the history behind tartan and kilts which drew her to these. She studied how to make
traditional kilts under Scottish kilt-makers but decided to create her own design and make kilt-inspired
skirts for women. Her dream, she said, is to “spread Scottish culture in Japan”. It was very moving to
read about someone who had such a deep interest in a part of my culture and want to share that with
others. | also found her story inspiring because she decided to follow her dream, change career paths
and move to a completely different country at the age of 30. | hope her story will inspire others and
show that it’'s never too late to follow your dreams. You can find her shop by searching for “Hitomi
Kiltmaker” online.
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