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Tattie (Potato) Holidays

In Japan the normal school holidays are Summer, Winter and
Spring. In Scotland we have these too, but we have an extra,
1 or 2-week long holiday called “Tattie Holidays™ in October.
Tattie is the Scottish word for potatoes, so it is actually called
the “Potato Holidays”

Potatoes have been an important crop in Scotland since
around 1600, something that is clear when you look at every
traditional Scottish dish since they all contain them. This is
also clear in history when a disease spread through the potato
crop causing famine in 1845.

October is the time for harvesting potatoes in Scotland and
so it was an important month. Before machinery was used for
farming this meant that there was suddenly a need for a lot
more help in farms during the month and at the time the most
obvious source of this help was children.

Teachers soon realized that their classrooms would be
empty for most of October whether they liked it or not and so,
the first official Tattie Holiday was created in 1870. Even
though children don’ t help to harvest anymore, the holidays
became such a tradition that they still exist today and the
name is still the same, but instead of doing hard farm-work,
children are free to spend the time how they want and families
often go on vacation instead.
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