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Hello Everyone!

In May, there were a lot of events, | was very busy. First, | turned 26!

Everyone was very kind to me and | was very happy to have ‘Happy Birthday’sung to me by several of my
students!l also went to the Jinkosai River Crossing festival in Tagawa with some of my friends. | thought
it was a really fun festival, especially seeing everyone get into the river and splash each other with water!
In May, | also went to Osaka to meet my friend from Australia who was travelling around Japan. We went
to Universal Studios together! It was so much fun,the rides were a little scary! | especially enjoyed the Jurassic Park ride and
the Hollywood Dream rollercoaster. When | was in Osaka, | was also able to visit the Umeda Sky Building near Osaka
Station. It was incredible to go right to the top and see the view of Osaka from above. That was also a little scary too!!

At the beginning of June | attended a Taiko workshop here in Koge Town. | think Taiko is really fantastic, it is definitely the
‘sound of Japan’! | had a lot of fun beating the drums and making some great beats, though it did get a little difficult
toward the end. | guess | will have to practice! Tess
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