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Hello!
This past month has been busy and enjoyable! I really enjoyed seeing Nishi-Yoshitomi Primary School’s ChITBIZ
Grade 6 graduation ceremony, as well as both Taihei and Shin-Yoshitomi Kindergarten‘s graduation ceremo- )T

nies. It was very different from the primary school graduation ceremonies we have in Australia so I was very
surprised! In Australia, our graduation ceremony is more like the Japanese-style Grade 6 graduation assem-
bly. Many students perform plays or sing songs and at the end we receive our certificates. In Australia, we
just walk across the stage and shake the principal’s hand and then stand in a line. I was therefore very
surprised to see the formal bowing and acceptance of the certificates by all the students! I also got to wear
a Kimono to the Shin-Yoshitomi Kindergarten graduation which was draped for me by Nishi-Yoshitomi
Primary school’s Tonari Sensei! It was my first time wearing a traditional Kimono and it was a very valuable
experience! In India we wear Saris, and until now, I used to think that draping a Sari is very hard, but now
I think the Kimono is even more complicated to drape than a Sari! In the end, I thought the Kimono looked
very pretty. My parents have also been visiting this month from Australia, so they were able to see the
ceremony too! They got to see me wear a Kimono and give a speech in Japanese too, so they were very
happy! They were also very surprised at seeing the Japanese-style Kindergarten graduation, and thought it
was a very memorable experience! Together, we did a bit of sightseeing in Tokyo and then returned to Koge.
Later, we spent two days in Nagasaki and visited the peace-memorial. We also saw Kokura castle. I think
my parents came at a perfect time, as they were also able to see the Sakura ! Now I am looking forward to
English classes beginning again, and meeting my new Grade 5 and Kindergarten students!

G,day lam Shirin
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