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The Lost Cherry Blossom Tree

The cherry blossom tree has become symbolic to the
world’s image of Japan. However, did you know that in
1926, a young horticulturist from England discovered a
very famous, lost species of Japanese cherry blossom in
his back garden?

Because of Collingwood Ingram, a horticulturist specialising
in cherry blossom trees from Kent, England, the Taihaku
cherry tree was reintroduced to Japan after having been
lost due to the modernization of Japan’s natural landscape.
Ingram’s interest in Japanese cherry blossom trees first
began when he visited Japan in 1902. Ingram was in awe
of the beautiful flowers and sent over 50 endangered vari-
eties to England for safekeeping and cultivation. Ingram
had one of the biggest collections of cherry trees outside
of Japan.

By 1926, Ingram had become a known name within the
Japanese cherry tree society. On his next visit to Japan, he
was shown a photograph of the extinct Taihaku (the great
white cherry tree) variety that had vanished from cultiva-
tion in Japan.

However, much to his Japanese host’s surprise, Ingram
claimed he had seen that exact variety of tree growing in a
small garden in England. His hosts weren’t sure whether to
believe him or not, confused as to why the only last
remaining Taihaku tree resided in England.

On Ingram’s return to England, he retrieved a cutting from
the tree and sent it to Japan.

Ingram’s work and dedication to the world of horticulture
meant Japan’s Taihaku tree was able to return and flourish
in its home country.

Ingram lived a long life, passing away at 100 years old in
May 1981.
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