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Eurovision Song Contest

It is usual to see all the European countries competing against each
other at sport, but once a year we also compete at singing. The
Eurovision Song Contest has been held every year in May since 1956
and the final has become a fan favourite across the continent. There
have even been some very famous winners such as Abba who won in
1973 with their song “Waterloo”

The basic premise is that each country enters one musical act. The
acts who make it past the initial elimination stages to the final will face a
judges’ vote and a public vote to determine the winner. It may sound
simple but it isn’t as straight-forward as voting for who you think sounds
the best. With so many neighbouring countries battling it out politics are
also a yearly staple, with countries who are historical allies or neighbours
voting for each other, and less popular countries getting zero points
regardless of how good their act is (like the UK). Even this complex
voting has become a point of excitement for fans. The acts too aren’t
exactly what you would expect from a normal competition, ranging from
glitter-covered costumes, to groups dressed as demons and monsters,
to groups of old women playing traditional drums, there is an act for
everyone’s taste.

People will often hold “Eurovision parities” where guests are given a
country at random, must arrive to the party dressed to represent that
country and then the person whose country gets the most points will win
their own prize at the end. This year’s competition has 40 entrants and
the final will be held on May 14th but can be watched online even after
the final has finished. Give it a watch, you are bound to find some new
music you wouldn’t have otherwise heard and have a fun time doing it.
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